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undoubtedly turn to thoughts of violence. Agents provocateurs
were still among them; and under this sinister influence Arthur
Thistlewood and about a dozen associates, chiefly of the work-
ing class, formed the plot, known as the ecCato Street Con-
spiracy'5 of 1820. Their plan was to surprise and kill the
ministers at a Cabinet meeting; a Government agent,
Edwards, assisted in, if he did not draw up, the scheme, and a
special notice of a fictitious ''grand Cabinet dinner" was
inserted in one of the newspapers to bring the members to the
point of action. When they met on the evening, they were
raided in a barn in Cato Street (off Edgware Road), and in
the struggle Thistlewood killed one of his attackers. The
leaders of this feeble conspiracy were hanged, but the sus-
picions of the spy's activities and the inquisitiveness of
Alderman Wood made it impossible to use the same provoca-
tive agent again.
These vermin were very active about the same time in
Scotland, spreading reports about an impending general
insurrection, and using the same tactics as Oliver had used
three years before in Derbyshire. Their efforts met with much
the same measure of success. At Bonnymuir, in the spring of
1820, a small body of Scottish colliers, egged on by spies, took
up arms, and were scattered in a skirmish with a body of
soldiers. Here again, exemplary executions followed, and
among the victims was Andrew Hardie, ancestor of James Keir
Hardie, who was to become the first leader of the Labour
Party.
The Bonnymuir affair arose out of a widespread strike move-
ment among the Scottish colliers. But from 1820 onwards
there \vere, over most of the country, relatively few strikes, as
Great Britain began to settle down to enjoying the full advan-
tage which her long lead over all competitors gave her in
exploiting the markets of the world. Between 1819 and 1824
the quantity of British exports rose by nearly 40 per cent., and
the increase was much greater in exports to the American
continent, both to the United States and to the newly liberated
Republics of South and Central America, whose independence
Canning recognized in 1824, when he "called in the New
World to redress the balance of the Old." The increase was